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With the passage of the law, the Bosnian Gov-
ernment has made good on its commitments.
Now we can make good on ours: the U.S.-led,
international train-and-equip program will begin
immediately. We anticipate the program will
start in a matter of days in Sarajevo when the
Federation signs a contract with MPRI, a U.S.-
based company which will execute and manage
the program within Bosnia. MPRI will conduct
its first training session for senior military lead-
ers in Bosnia within approximately 3 to 4 weeks.

The U.S. drawdown and transfer of approxi-
mately $100 million worth of military equipment

to Bosnia will also now begin soon. The draw-
down package includes individual equipment
items, tactical communications assets, small arms
and ammunition, main battle tanks, armored
personnel carriers, light antitank weapons, and
utility helicopters.

NOTE: In his statement, the President referred
to President Alija Izetbegovic of Bosnia-
Herzegovina and President Kresimir Zubak of the
Bosnian Federation.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Coastal Zone
Management
July 9, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to submit the Biennial Report

of the Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource
Management, National Ocean Service, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) for fiscal years 1994 and 1995. This
report is submitted as required by section 316
of the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA)
of 1972, as amended, (16 U.S.C. 1451, et seq.).

The report discusses progress made at the
national level in administering the Coastal Zone

Management and Estuarine Research Reserve
Programs during these years, and spotlights the
accomplishments of NOAA’s State coastal man-
agement and estuarine research reserve program
partners under the CZMA.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

July 9, 1996.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting
July 9, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Communications Act

of 1934, as amended (47 U.S.C. 396(i)), I trans-
mit herewith the Annual Report of the Corpora-
tion for Public Broadcasting (CPB) for Fiscal
Year 1995 and the Inventory of the Federal
Funds Distributed to Public Telecommuni-
cations Entities by Federal Departments and
Agencies: Fiscal Year 1995.

Since 1967, when the Congress created the
Corporation, CPB has overseen the growth and
development of quality services for millions of
Americans.

This year’s report highlights ways the Cor-
poration has helped millions of American fami-
lies and children gain new learning opportunities
through technology. At a time when technology
is advancing at a pace that is as daunting as
it is exhilarating, it is crucial for all of us to
work together to understand and take advantage
of these changes.

By continuing to broadcast programs that ex-
plore the challenging issues of our time, by
working with local communities and schools to
introduce more and more children to computers
and the Internet, in short, by honoring its com-
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mitment to enriching the American spirit, the
Corporation is preparing all of us for the 21st
century.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

July 9, 1996.

Remarks on Signing the Church Arson Prevention Act of 1996
July 10, 1996

Thank you very much and good morning, la-
dies and gentlemen. I want to join first with
the Vice President in thanking Senator Kennedy,
Senator Faircloth, Congressman Hyde, and Con-
gressman Conyers and all the Members of Con-
gress for supporting this legislation in such a
vigorous and such a prompt way.

I think all of you know that we are here
today to emphasize publicly our solidarity with
this cause and with this piece of legislation. Or-
dinarily we would be here at a signing cere-
mony, and I want to say a special word of appre-
ciation to the Members of Congress, especially
to the sponsors, because this bill came down
to the White House while the Congress was
out of session, and every Member we discussed
this issue with said, ‘‘Go on and sign the bill,
Mr. President, because we don’t want to lose
a single day when this bill will not be a law
of the land.’’ And I thought it was important
for you to come down here so that America
could see the breadth and depth of support
in the Congress, among religious leaders who
are here, and community leaders for this legisla-
tion and for this cause.

This act makes destructive hate crimes against
houses of worship a Federal crime. It doubles
the maximum sentence for these crimes that
cause injury to people. It increases the statute
of limitations from 5 to 7 years. It passed unani-
mously, and that is a great tribute to the depth
of conviction in the Congress about this issue.

We all know that burning churches is an out-
rage. Since January of ’95—listen to this—more
than 190 incidents of fire or desecration of
houses of worship have been reported in the
United States. While many have been targeted
at black churches in the South, there have also
been attacks on synagogues, mosques, and white
churches in all parts of this country. When these
attacks are motivated by hate, they are an af-
front to our basic commitment to religious lib-

erty and racial tolerance, and in so doing they
pose a challenge not just to those whose houses
of worship are desecrated or burned but to the
entire Nation and to our future as a common
community.

These attacks, as the Vice President said, may
be intended to divide Americans, but they have
just the opposite effect. We all know when
someone burns a house of worship it must mean
that the person committing the crime views the
people who worship in that house as somehow
fundamentally less human. And that is wrong.
We know it’s wrong, and we know it violates
everything that this country was founded upon.
We see a spirit today with Republicans and
Democrats here that rejects that and says Amer-
ica is better than that.

The National Church Arson Task Force which
we have created is mobilizing the forces of the
Departments of Justice and Treasury, the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, and other
Federal agencies, working with communities all
over our country to catch and to prosecute
arsonists, to prevent further burnings, and to
help communities to rebuild. I have directed
FEMA to coordinate a prevention effort, and
we have taken steps to provide $6 million
through the Bureau of Justice Assistance to law
enforcement and other community efforts in 13
targeted States.

It’s also important to know that arrests are
being made. In the last 3 weeks, arrests have
been made in connection with fires in North
Carolina, South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Wash-
ington, and Missouri. Tomorrow Vice President
Gore is meeting with leaders of the insurance
industry here at the White House to build on
their pledge to work in partnership with all of
us to prevent these crimes.

And while, I say again, not all these crimes
are racially motivated, a significant number of
them are. We have to continue our struggle
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